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NBC NEWS Interview with 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
 
A play in One Act 
 
There are two main characters: 
Jordan Burks - NBC anchor 
Rahm Emanuel - Mayor of the City of Chicago 
  
ACT I  
Scene I 
 
 (The scene opens in the studios of NBC in Chicago.  Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
and NBC anchor Jordan Burks are walking into the studio.  The sit down in 
high-backed chairs in the studio directly in front of a camera.  Mayor Emanuel 
will be interviewed by Jordan Burks.  Two producers are walking around them 
doing "sound checks" and checking lighting) 
 
Mr. Burks: Mayor Emanuel, I can't tell you what an honor it is to have you                                 

visit our studios here at NBC.  And it's a personal honor to meet 
you.   

Mayor Emanuel:  No, Jordan.  I am the one who is honored.  I've been 
watching you for several years when you do your news broadcasts.  
You are a great journalist and great reporter.          

Mr. Burks:  Gosh.  Now you have me all embarrassed (smiling).  Thank you, 
Mister Mayor.  I really appreciate your words.          

Mayor Emanuel:   I mean it Jordan. 
Mr. Burks:  Well, Mister Mayor, we are going to be doing an interview.  I 

thought I would talk a little about your growing up in Chicago and 
then talk about education.  I know that education is very 
important to you.     

Mayor Emanuel:  Sounds like a good plan.  I always love talking about 
Chicago.  But we need to talk about education.  It is so very very 
important.   

Mr. Burks:  Okay.  Our producer is Jose Sanchez.  (Turns toward the 
producer)  Jose - how are we looking?  I see we have about a 
minute before air time.   

Jose:   We're right on schedule Jordan (looks at the clock.  He turns to 
look at the cameras, looks up at the lights and then points to the 
two men).  We're starting the countdown in a few seconds.  We're 
ready to go live.  All set?    

Mayor Emanuel:   (Smiling)  I'm ready. 
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Mr. Burks: I'm ready.   
Jose:   Okay, we're starting in ten, nine, eight, seven, six (motions with 

one hand - five - four - three - two - one.  He points directly at Mr. 
Burks. 

Mr. Burks: (Brief pause) Good morning Chicago.  My name is Jordan Burks 
and I would like to welcome you to "NBC Live."  "NBC Live" is a half 
hour program that focuses on our City - Chicago - and each week 
we offer interviews with those who make Chicago great.  Today, I 
am pleased and honored to welcome the Mayor of Chicago -- Rahm 
Emanuel.  Good morning Mister Mayor.  Welcome to "NBC Live." 

Mayor Emanuel:   Good morning, Jordan.  It is great to be here.     
Mr. Burks: Mister Mayor, I understand that you were born and bred in 

Chicago.   
Mayor Emanuel:   That's right, Jordan.  You might say that I have Chicago in 

my blood.  I was born here though my family moved to Wilmette 
when I was young.  I attended locals schools and graduated from 
New Trier High School. 

Mr. Burks: I understand that New Trier is a good school.   
Mayor Emanuel:   It is, Jordan.  Teachers and parents were very involved in 

the education of students.  It is an excellent place to learn.   
Mr. Burks: Where did you go to college? 
Mayor Emanuel:   I attended Sarah Lawrence College in New York and then I 

came back to the Chicago area to attend Northwestern University 
for a masters degree in Speech and Communication.   

Mr. Burks: Mister Mayor, I take it you must believe in education. 
Mayor Emanuel:   Jordan - let me put it this way.  Education is so very very 

important.  Finishing high school for young people today is critical.  
It shapes their lives for the future.  Hopefully, young people will 
continue on to college or further educational opportunities.  But 
any way you look at it, a good education is necessary to get a good 
job.   

Mr. Burks: Do you think every student should go to college?  
Mayor Emanuel:   Well let me say this.  College or education in the trades - 

such as needed to be a plumber, painter, electrician, construction 
worker or other occupation.  These are all noble pursuits.  Taking 
classes - learning - for specific skills - all of these are forms of 
education.  What is important for students to know is that they 
have to keep working, keep studying, keep learning and be the very 
best they can be.   

Mr. Burks:   (Smiling) You sound like a motivational speaker. 
Mayor Emanuel:  (Very serious)  There is an old expression - "There is no 

finish line for improvement."  I believe that students and adults 
need to try and be better and better each day.  I try to learn 
something new every day.  And I learn from adults and from young 
people. 
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Mr. Burks:  Mister Mayor, you are an inspiration.  We are going to take a break 
but we will be back after this word from our sponsor.   

Jose:     (Brings hands together)  We're off. 
Mr. Burks: Mister Mayor, your words are really inspiring.    
Mayor Emanuel:  You know what?  I believe every one of them.   
 
Scene II 
  
(The scene opens.  The interview has been going on for nearly a half hour.  The 
two men continue talking). 
Mr. Burks: Mister Mayor, what do you see as things that we can do to improve 

our educational system in Chicago?   
Mayor Emanuel: There are many things, Jordan.  We can try to add classroom 

days and time.  We can encourage parental involvement.  We can 
learn from other school districts as to what works and what does 
not.  (Laughing) As I said before, we - you and me and all of our 
listeners - need to keep learning.  And let me add this -- I am 
encouraged by the many fine organizations which provide tutoring 
for students.  

Mr. Burks: Do you know of any organizations in particular?  
Mayor Emanuel:   I know that the Chicago Lights Tutoring Program which 

operates at the Fourth Presbyterian Church on Michigan Avenue 
has a wonderful tutoring program.  Each week, they tutor 
hundreds of young people with one on one tutoring.   

Mr. Burks: That sounds like a great organization.  I actually attended tutoring 
at Chicago Lights for a few years.  

Mayor Emanuel:   (Interested)  Really!   Well let me say that you are a great 
example of how tutoring provides real and meaningful benefits. 

Mr. Burks: Mister Mayor, Chicago Lights has hundreds of volunteers who give 
their time to help teach reading, math, social studies and other 
courses.   

Mayor Emanuel:   My hat is off to those volunteers who give there time to tutor 
-- at Chicago Lights and all of the other fine tutoring organizations 
around the great City of Chicago.  You know what, Jordan?  All 
through my career, I have had people who have helped me -- call 
them "tutors" or "mentors," these are people who helped me to 
achieve my objectives - in school, in business and in government.   

Mr. Burks: It sounds like having those experiences helped you a lot.  
Mayor Emanuel:   (Smiling)  We all need a little "push" sometimes and 

sometimes a tutor is just what the doctor ordered.   
Mr. Burks: Well Mayor Emanuel, this has been a wonderful opportunity to 

hear about you and your feelings on education.  We appreciate 
very much having you here.   Can I ask what your plans are for the 
rest of the day?   

Mayor Emanuel:   Oh my!  I do have a busy day.  When I leave here, I will go to 
a City Council meeting.  I am having lunch with some business 
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and union leaders.  After lunch, I am visiting three schools on the 
West Side of Chicago.  I'm visiting a factory that produces paper 
products out near O'Hare Field.  And then I'm coming back to my 
office to look at the mail, write some letters, make some telephone 
calls and look at my schedule for tomorrow.  Finally, I will go home 
and have dinner with my family.   

Mr. Burks: I'm tired just hearing about your schedule.   
Mayor Emanuel:   (Smiles)  You know what Jordan?  I couldn't think of a 

better way to spend my time.  I love being Mayor of this great City.     
Mr. Burks: (Smiling)  And we enjoy having you as Mayor.  
Mayor Emanuel: Thank you, Jordan.   
Mr. Burks:  (Turns to the camera)  Our guest today has been Mayor Rahm 

Emanuel - Mayor of the City of Chicago.  We would invite you to 
tune in again next week when our guest will be legendary Chicago 
Cubs shortstop Ernie Banks.  From all of us at NBC, we wish you 
a pleasant day.   

Jose: (He is watching a monitor, holding his hand up with his fingers 
apart.  He closes his fingers and suddenly points and says)  We're 
off.  (Mayor Emanuel and Mr. Burks get up from their chairs.  Jose 
walks over)  Mister Mayor I just wanted to shake your hand.   

Mayor Emanuel:   (Shaking hands with Jose)  Jose you run a great ship here 
at NBC.  It is a pleasure to meet you.  Thank you for your help 
today.     

Mr. Burks:  (Shaking hands with Mayor Emanuel)  Thank you Mister Mayor.  
This has been a great pleasure.   

Mayor Emanuel:    Jordan - the same is true for me.  And from now on, do me 
a favor.   

Mr. Burks: Anything, Mister Mayor.   
Mayor Emanuel:  Please call me "Rahm."   
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